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t, ond tho abscess 
y in reaohing tho 

milled, (13 in 1110 lormor caso, uy ...» »» -6”- - presned down tho 
tonffu'o by moons of o spoon, bent to nearly o right angle, which enabled me 
to”°eo tho tumour, nnd to open it exactly in tho mesial line ond ot its most 
dependent port, which hnd tho subsequent ndvnntngo of nllowing the o„o to 
empty itself completely, without further interference, which certainly hap- 

“d'enot differ.ossentially in th.eir nature 
from abscesses in general, but derive their peculiar interest from their situation 
Sono - and So, Wording to the adage, to‘bo «forewarned is to be forearmed/ 
Imaysavo Bomo of my professional brethron much anxiety 
then/ft hint regarding tlio formation and means of diagnosis of abscesses m 
this region of tho body, I have presented tho details at what Bomo may think 
acreafer length than their importance demands. When, however, we consider 
the comparative frequency of inflammation in the air-passages and surrounding 
Btructuresjmoro esjccmlfy in children and infants praotit oners cannot bo too 
well acquainted with every concomitant circumstnnco that may assist 
<Ui»nosis in each particular case. Indeed.no ono who had not really seen 
such cases as those described could believe tho difficulty in tho 
ho earlier stages of tho disease. For my own par , although matching my 
little pntient carefully for some days, it was only when tbo case reached 1 
heiclif that I was sure of its real nature. Many might think they hud to treat 
ft case of ordinary laryngitis, when tho violence of tho d / s JJP“ a 8U ¥ est8 * 
particular examination of tho air-passages, and an abscess is d^co'ered. 
r » As to tbo exact situation of tbo abscess, I believe, in both cases that it > 
about tho fourth cervical vertebra, or between the fourth j ut * tl 

difficult to fis its real position, ns the movable pharynx ascends when t o 
longuo is pressed down. But from tho great obstruction which it causes to tho 
respiration, it appears to bo immediately behind tho larynx. . . , 

‘‘The treatment, when the real nature of the caso is mndo out, is snnplo 
enough, viz: to open tho nbscess in tho mesial lino, and at tho most fawurahlo 
noint B for the freo exit of tho pus. In order tp avoid tho loss of blood, which is 
of importance when the child is weak and to prevent tho necessity far^ second 
operation, I would not recommend the uso of tho lancet until tho abscess 

k^ThVcauses of pharyngeal abscess may bo found in that of abscesses in 
general, and, eonsC® the prophylactic as well as remedial measures 
must be adapted to tho exigency of oucli particular caso. t Ca . ta3 f n t y ,fjlJ^ m . 
this papor has beon merely to call attention to tho termination of the inflam 
matory^process, and to put upon record these two cases, ‘f.*® ""J ” C . C .® 8B ‘"S 4 
go into tho origin and history of this very rare and highly interesting attec 

tion." 

10. On Certain Cases of Intestinal Obstruction.— Dr. James Patersok, in an 
interesting paper (Glasgow Medical Journal, July, 1855), makes tho follow g 
useful practical remarks on this subject 

«Tn ordinary circumstances, tbo normal action of tho bowels is sumcicntiy 
provided for by tho stimulant and lubricating effects of the bile nnd intes- 
final secretions, whioh have been poured into the canal to aid tho <*u,<»tno 
process bnt where the relationship of tho food on tho ono bandandoftlo 
digestive juices on tho other, liasi been disturbed, the function .of the bow ils 
becomes altered in proportion. In some instances, tho character of tho lngestn 
may bo such as to provoko a superabundant flow of tho digestive secretions, 
when a diarrhoea may result, and prove ns effective ‘J"®’ Th o 

is snlutnrv But. in tho minority of instances, tho opposite evil occurs, ino 
secretion7 tiro thrown into tho innnl in quantities too .mull to insure tho 
pnssngo onwards of ninttors losing their own moisture 1 “?/^ .Tlikonhood 
mpntitinna Besides being too dry m obaractor, tho food is, in all HKeiiiioou, 
Tetns lUtlo by littlo! to 8 ovorstfmulnto tho liver, until it 1ms heeonio con. 

gested and sluggish, with a diminished excretion of bile, lho portal eyetem 
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is necessarily too much loaded, nnd tho reaction being traced backwards, is 
found to insure u diminution of tho secretive action of the intestinnl follicles, 
It is unnecessary hero to nlludo to tho sedontary habits, nnd other well-known 
oxtcrnnl causes, so potent in inducing and perpetuating tho condition of con¬ 
stipation ; my present purpose will bo fully served by calling attention to the 
internal chnnges, irrespective of tho special causes which may lmvo been at 
work in different individuals. In a majority of the cases in which tho chnnges 
named occur, tho different stops of tho process of deviation from sound health 
aro so insignificant, that, for a long time, they nro unobserved; but, though 
delayed, the ultimato results nro not tho less certain. For a time—it may bo 
for many months—tho bowols are daily evacuated, nnd the individual believes 
that their functions aro perfectly performed, tho trifling dryness of the matters 
excreted not being such ns to attract his observation. All tho while, however, 
tho fecos have been accumulating, but so gradually as to hnvo given riso to no 
disturbance. The ovacuntion of to-day contains part of what ought to have 
come yesterday, and so on, until the accumulation has become so considerable 
ns to occasion tho painful spasmodic attacks known ns colic. In ordinary cir¬ 
cumstances, a smart doso of purgativo mcdicino and an enema aro probably 
sufficient to remove tho accumulation and to relievo tho symptoms, and after a 
day or two tho patient is as well as ever. Thus far tho cases aro sufficiently 
common in their occurrence, and havo been ofton described with much minute¬ 
ness ; but thoso which follow present characters deserving of careful and 
special notico, and which—except in tho placo above noticed—have been 
overlooked amidst vnguo generalities. 

*' If, from tho accumulation of residual matters being yet more gradual than 
usual, tho acute symptoms have been delayed until tho small intestino has its 
share of tho load, tho character of tho symptoms is more urgent. Tho small¬ 
ness of the opening leading from tho ileum into tho caput caecum will explain 
how readily obstruction can occur there, oven when the feces aro but littlo 
removed from their natural consistence. To produco this obstruction, we 
require nothing more than that tho ciucum should bo somewhat loaded, and 
that the wholo colon should be deficient in its contractility from long-continued 
distension. I may hero remark, that I have never met with any ease, having 
tho moro special characters, without obtaining a history of previous attacks of 
what seemed to be ordinary colic. Thcso accumulations, then, ou tlie one 
side in tho crccurn, and on the other in tho ileum, retard, littlo .by little, tlio 
current in tho already sluggish portal circulation, and ono result is serous 
effusion into tho sub-mucous tissue; chcmicnl changes in tho retained fecal 
matters occasion the evolution of various gases, which go to increase the dis¬ 
tension ; and, if continued long enough, these various sources of irritation 
will lead to inflammation of tho parts. In most instances, howover, tho acuto 
symptoms appear some time before tliero is any tendency to enteritis, so that 
this condition may probably bo usually tho result of neglect. While tho origo 
maH has been cpiictly forming nnd acquiring potency, there has been no feel¬ 
ing of impending illness; a certain amount of distension may bo present in 
tho right iliac region, and yet the individual feels so well that its presence 
nover costs him a moment’s reflection. Tho appetite may bo, nay, usually is, 
excellent, and when tho symptoms supervene suddenly, ob usual, great astonish¬ 
ment is oxpressod that any pain should occur while tho system is in such per¬ 
fect health. The attack is precisely liko that of ordinary colic, but is much 
moro sudden, and greatly moro acuto. Tho pain often appears to bo excru¬ 
ciating, nnd remits but littlo. If asked to particularizo the spot where the 
pain is chiefly felt, tho patient will say that it is all over tho abdomen, but 
examination shows that it is most sovero in tho right iliao region, nnd that, 
during tho slight remissions, it is almost entirely restricted to this Bpot. The 
condition of tho sufferer is sufficiently miserable; bo can procuro no sleep; 
thoro is generally sickness with vomiting of bilious matters; tho tongue is 
swollen and indented, and is covered with a thin yellow fur; thoro is no appe¬ 
tite, and but littlo thirst; the urine is dark-coloured nnd thick, but may he 
unaltered ; tho bowels are generally reported to havo been quite regular, or 
only slightly constipated. Amid all tho pain, tho pulao is calm and regular, 
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A 1 liMip if lit all. quickoncd. Ou examination of tho abdomen, a diBtinct 
and but little, it at » Th roun( j C{ i f orm 0 f tho intestines can 

\ a 'Tu firSrtOtohSS part of 'to but becoming softer in n direo- 

J 1 . 0 kjSmtinK from this point. Continuous pressure displaces flatulence, and 
hon radmting \ ^P Bwe lllng, but it speedily resumesits original bulk 
diminishe . g withdrawn. The tumour is tho seat ot a constant pain, 

is Lnerallv very acute, and there are frequent paroxysms of pain 

Btretehing^upwnrijs end ncrose tiio ^°^°*J l ’ 0 ^jt| 1 Qytf^onBi'dorftWe°nniount 

'V t0,y r fu°l ouo“ ioning 1STf * ** having the 

:k“tofiSnr"beliefinth q o mind of tho patient tlmttepem.Bgenern; 
Such is an outlino of tho more common symptoms attendant upon this dis 

' rC “ In comnieifo'ing tho tro.tment, it is oftonindisnensablotonllny thoocuto 

* itefore Irvine to procuro evacuation of the loaded bowels. Furgativ 
pain berore tidying to p^ often do n0 moro than aggravate the symptoms, 

SiH fool the 0 swelling at the sido^of Rbdomon, and may readily produce 

Sth im clfcJt of l„Lln„ ,ho swelling nmlpar Jly suMu ng 

mmmmm 

rapidly; but if tho swelling enlarges, one there >»““<* ttlo or no 

drops oV hiudanum'may ho 
^^KtVumTnmvo C>Tthit of employing b the Epsom 

of mogiwiio soldom foils to ocoasionVo watery disohnr|os, on offoot <dj groat 
raluo when it is desired to olonr tho intestines of scybalous mattei. Besides 

BA'ttTirS™.;, «ssr&.— 
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derived from thoir uso in my hands. Curiously enough, the howols very often 
discharge freely largo quantities of thin feculent matter, several hours after 
the application of the blister. The diot all the whilo should ho such ns tn 
support tho strength, and yet must ho light and ensy of digestion. With this 
object, beef ten, with bread, rico, sago, &o., may bo givou in small quantities 
frequently repeated. • H lK,w » 

“ These means, varied according to circumstances, form the essentials in tho 
treatment of such cases, and, if commenced early enough, prove eminently 
successful. But where, on tho contrary, delay has occurred until tho parts have 
become inflamed, not only may the treatment of tho obstruction requiro modi, 
fication, but, in addition, tho means calculated to subdue tho inflammatory 
action must form a sequel to tho steps already named. In cases of tho latter 
description, the greatest care will bo demanded, lest tho obstruction should 
escape notice, for instances aro not wanting whero this has happened, tho 
attention of the physician being directed solely to the obtrusively prominent 
symptoms of tho enteritis. Symptoms of inflammatory action, with great 
abdominal tenderness, confined principally to the right side, may, with justice 
raise a suspicion of obstruction in that portion of the intostinal canal, 'it is to 
this class of cases that tho name typhlitis properly applies/' 


17. Intestinal Concretions .—At tho meeting of tho Academy of Medicine of 
Pans, on tho 14th of August, 1855, Mr, Cloquet placed before that body a 
himself arfoCs 0 — drawinga of intcstinal concretions, and expressed 


Ihe concretions, found in tho alimentary canal, may be divided into two 
classes. Tho first includes onterolithes in man, and bezoars in animals; loth 
being tho result of calcareous deposits secreted by tho pariotes of tho intestines. 
1 ho second class comprises abnormal mnsscs, such as solids (animat or vegeta¬ 
ble hairs winch Irnvo escaped tho process of digestion, and agglomerate to form 
mgagropilm), pulverulent substances (mngnosia with pcoplo who take it in 
excess), foreign bodies (kernels of fruit, biliary calculi, hardened feces), casein 
in subjects who ubo a milk diet. 


I have established a comparison between the first class, and thoso concretions 
which form normally with certain nnimals, by crystallization of a calcareous 
and magnesian salt, ns m eggs, the Crustacea, &c. With nmn, similar deposits 
may take place by a morbid state of tho mucous or false membrane. 

. *, thl ®‘drawingaro seen tho normal concretions in eggs with douhlo shells, as 
in thoso of tho ostrich, &c. Then wo have the onterolithes found in man: hero 
aro two; one of them has caused tho death of tho patient, and was tho result 
ot a deposit of phosphate of lime around a pin which had stopped in tho crccum; 
tho other is an ivory pessary, ono portion of which has penetrated tho bowel, 
and is m crus ted with phosphate of limo, and tho other portion reached tho 
bladder, and becamp covered with lithic acid. Hero is a deposit of phosphate 
of Jimo and magnesia formed around a wax bougie, which had been introduced 
into tho vagina. Ilero aro hardened feculent masses perforated in their centre, 
and leaving a canal through which natural motions and even diarrhoea took 
place, ihcro are several specimens of bezoars; hero is ono with an irrogularly 
m am me! a ted surface, whoro holes are scon which correspond with internal sub¬ 
divisions. Amongst tho number of bezoars now exhibited, ono may bo observed, 
in the interior of which tho iron extremity of a spear is seen. Hero is ono from 
a horse, the nucleus of which is formed by a piece of brick; tho surfaco is rugose 
and eroded, as if it had been acted upon by tho secrotions of tho stomach. 

. 1 naw P 88 °" th ® ffigagropilco. t Hero is a plato of a vesical calculus found 

in an English lady, the nucleus being formed by hairs. Hero is n concretion 
composed of adipociro and crystals of phosphate of limo, formed around hairs 
of a light colour; it was found in tho uterus of a woman of fifty. Horo is an 
mgagropila coming from a lion affected with scabies; theso aro generally found 
in animals who lick themselves; with human boings thoy aro only found in 
insane people. A boy and girl, who were in tho habit of swallowing their 
hair, have had such concretions. The hairs of marine plants may thus he- 



